
Dear Tim, 
 
Congratulations on completing cep900 and 930! It was a pleasure to meet you this summer and help begin your doctoral study 
adventure. I think as instructors, we can both say that we will always remember the intense time (in so many ways) we spent 
together this summer. Both of us also believe that, by and large, the hybrid program's first summer was a huge success, creating a 
strong foundation for the rest of your doctoral program. We hope you agree. 
 
Also in this somewhat lengthy email, we hope to provide you with details about your final grade and feedback on your major 
assignments in the course. We hope that this feedback will help you not only process these assignments from the summer, but also 
help you develop as a scholar over the course of the program. 
 
There's a lot here, so please read it over closely. 
 
Sincerely, 
~Matt and Cary 
 
 
 
How your final grade was computed 
 
Scores for each your assignments were graded and reported in previous emails, or in this email, according to the categories 
described in the next section. 
 
Recall the weighting of grades from the syllabus: 
 
30% Final Research Development Paper (RDP) 
30% Three Critiques of Empirical Research 
                      • 10% Group Article Critique in Class 
                      • 20% Better score of Article Critique 2 and Article Critique 3 
  5% Online Portfolio 
30% Learning Activities (Constructive Controversies, Technology Projects, Discussion Forums) 
                     • 10% Discussions, including controversies, face to face class projects 
                     • 10% Audio Interview 
                     • 10% Digital Story Project 
  5% Two Annotations of Course Readings 
 
 
And how this weighting is used to compute a final grade: 
    4.0 = 94-100 
    3.5 = 89-93 
    3.0 = 83-88  
    2.5 = 78-82 
    2.0 = 73-77 
    1.5 = 68-72  
    1.0 = 63-67 
    0.5 = 58-62 
     0.0 < 58 
 
Your score and grades 
 
 97  Final Research Development Paper (RDP) 
 100  Group Article Critique in Class 
 92  Better score of Article Critique 2 and Article Critique 3   (Article Critique 2: 47;     Article Critique 3: 
92) 
 100  Online Portfolio 
 100  Discussions, including controversies, face to face class projects 
 96.3 Audio Interview   (Feedback sent previously via email) 
 100  Digital Story Project  (Feedback sent previously via email) 
 100  Two Annotations of Course Readings  
 
Your total, using these scores and the weighting above is 97.13, for a grade of   4.0;   Summative and formative feedback on each 
of these assignments is provided below. 
 
 
 
 
 



Online Portfolio 
 
We're glad to see the excellent start you've made to your academic portfolio. Keep in mind that at the end of the first year, you are 
supposed to turn in a portfolio of your entire first year's work in the program as your "prelim exam". So, continue to develop your 
portfolio with this task in mind. (See page 22 of the program handbook - 
http://www.educ.msu.edu/cepse/epet/epet_handbook.pdf) 
 
Group Article Critique in Class 
 
We were pleased with the progress you and your group made in starting the critique process during the first article critique. Your 
group submitted an excellent summary of key bullet points for this critique. 
 
Article Annotations 
 
As part of your base group, you successfully completed your article annotations in a timely and helpful fashion. 
 
 
Discussions, including controversies, face to face class projects 
 
In class, you were a valuable contributor to class discussions and activities, contributing meaningfully to our frequent “What do you 
think?” discussions and actively contributing to the behaviorism commercial activity. During the online portion of the course, you 
made frequent and insightful posts to your basegroup, the controversy assignments, and in response to the various readings 
questions. 
 
In particular, you do an excellent job sharing critical insights – suggesting alternative views, questioning the validity of research, 
and pointing out potential problems. Additional contributions – ones that emerged most strongly during the online portion of the 
summer – include your sense of humor and supportive encouragement of classmates. As noted by several of your classmates, you 
truly have a way of offering the nicest comments and, very often, inserting much-needed humor into our online discussions. Great 
job! 
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